
STATE OF WASHINGTON 
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November 18,2008 

Dear Certified Organic Livestock Producers and Processors, 

This letter is to notify you of proposed amendments to the National Organic Standards 
regarding organic livestock production. The National Organic Program (NOP) published 
a proposed rule in the Federal Register on October 24, 2008, which contains proposed 
changes to the regulations around access to pasture for ruminant livestock, requirement 
for a sacrificial pasture, changes to feed requirements and other changes to the standards. 

This proposed rule is lengthy, and we have not included the entire document with this 
letter. However, we have included a summary that provides infonnation regarding the 
changes. In order to review the entire Federal Register publication, please access it on 
the internet at 
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/getfile?dDocName=STELPRDC5073426 or at the 
Organic Food Program website: http://agr.wa.gov/FoodAnimal/Organic/default.htm. 

Please note that this is a proposed rule and the National Organic Program is seeking 
your input on these changes. These changes may significantly change affect your 
organic operation and it is very important that you review the attached documents 
carefully. Comments are due to the National Organic Program by December 23, 2008. 
The WSDA Organic Food Program strongly encourages you to take this opportunity to 
write, email or fax your comments to the National Organic Program using the following 
guidelines: 

•	 Mail: Comments may be submitted by mail to: RichardH. Mathews, Chief, 
Standards Development and Review Branch, National Organic Program, 
Transportation and Marketing Programs, USDA-AMS-TMP-NOP, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW., Room 4008-So., Ag Stop 0268, Washington, DC 
20250. 

•	 Internet: www.regulations.gov. 
•	 Written comments on this proposed rule should be identified with the docket 

nwnber AMS-TM-06-0198; TM-05-14. 
•	 Identify the issue or questions of this proposed rule to which the comment refers. 

Comments should directly relate to issues or questions raised by the proposed 
rule. 

•	 Clearly indicate if you are for or against the proposed rule or some portion of it 
and your reason for your position. Include recommended language changes as 
appropriate. 



•	 Comments should be supported by reliable data. Commentors may include a copy 
of articles or other references that support their comments. Only relevant material 
should be submitted. 

The WSDA Organic Food Program is working with our Organic Advisory Board, the 
Accredited Certifiers Association (ACA) and the National Association of State Organic 
Programs (NASOP) to provide feedback to the National Organic Program regarding these 
proposed amendments. WSDA comments to the NOP will be available to you upon 
request by contacting our office at (360) 902-1805 or email organic@agr.wa.gov. 

Please take the time to review the information provided. It is important that you are 
aware of these proposed amendments and that you consider commenting. Thank you for 
your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

~w,,~ 
Katherine Withey 
WSDA Organic Livestock Coordinator 

Enclosures: Access to Pasture Proposed Rule Summary 


